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Synopsis

Drawing on his legendary firearms knowledge and combatA experience, U.S. Navy SEAL and #1
bestselling author of American Sniper Chris Kyle dramatically chronicles the story

ofA Americaa "from the Revolution to the presenta "through the lens of ten iconic gunsA and the
remarkable heroes who used them to shape history: the American longA rifle, Spencer repeater,
Colt .45 revolver, Winchester 1873 rifle, SpringfieldA M1903 rifle, M1911 pistol, Thompson
submachine gun, M1 Garand, .38 SpecialA police revolver, and the M16 rifle platform Kyle himself
used. American Gun is a sweeping epic ofA bravery, adventure, invention, and sacrifice.Featuring a
foreword and afterword by Taya Kyle andA illustrated with more than 100 photographs, this new
paperback edition featuresA a bonus chapter, 4 ceThe Eleventh Gun,4 « on shotguns, derringers,

and the BrowningA M2 machine gun.
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Customer Reviews

American Gun: A History of the U.S. in Ten Firearms by Chris Kyle with William Doyle"American
Gun" is an action-packed journey through American history through the barrels of ten noteworthy
firearms. As the late-great hero Chris Kyle stated, "I've picked ten guns to serve as the flagship
weapons for our America’s past." Navy SEAL Team 3 Chief, Chris Kyle, with commendations too
long to list, trainer and author of the Naval Special warfare Sniper Doctrine along with
award-winning author William Doyle provide the public with a real treat. This riveting 320-page book

is composed of the following ten firearms (chapters): 1. The American Long Rifle, 2. The Spencer



Repeater, 3. The Colt Single-Action Army Revolver, 4. The Winchester 1873 Rifle, 5. The M1903
Springfield, 6. The M1911 Pistol, 7. The Thompson Submachine Gun, 8. The M1 Garand, 9. The .38
Special Police Revolver, and 10. The M16 Rifle.Positives:1. Engaging story-telling and a clever way
to go through American history. "Guns have always been present at the leading edge of American
history--often crucially."2. A fascinating topic in the hands of an American hero who tragically
passed while writing the final stages of this book. A page turner.3. Excellent format. Each chapter
introduces the firearm in chronological order and proceeds to expertly immerse fascinating historical
stories about it.4. Plenty of diagrams and photos that add to the reading experience.5. Kyle does a
wonderful job of capturing the action-packed scenes of American history. Bravo!6. A great book for
people who normally wouldn’t be enticed by firearms but are in fact interested in American history. |

can't stress that enough.7.

Chris Kyle, author of his bestselling memoir American Sniper, was no stranger to guns. As a Navy
SEAL, he had a record confirmed 160 kills. Beyond his expert marksmanship, Kyle possessed the
unique ability to be a great storyteller. At the time of his tragic death in February 2013, he was
working on a new project, American Gun.In the book, Kyle chronicles American history, beginning
during the revolutionary war. Each section details this history using a different firearm as the main
focus. Having shot each of the weapons featured in the book, Kyle not only speaks of the physical
aspects of the guns, but also provides a wealth of historical context that surrounds them. Rather
than write about each gun in a textbook fashion, which Kyle himself admits would be incredibly
boring, he zeroes in on the human side of the story, placing the reader in the place of the men who
used the weapons.There are a few moments of historical speculation, particularly in the section
about Lincoln’s push to get the multi-shot Spencer Repeater rifle into the hands of his Union
soldiers. Lincoln was met with resistance from military leaders who saw the new technology as
gimmicky. Kyle argues that, had the Union used the new weapons sooner, the Civil War would have
ended sooner, and more American lives could have been spared. Despite this speculation, Kyle
acknowledges the facts and seems to respect the history as it occurred.In the past year, firearms
have become a hotly politicized topic. | was a bit worried that, as a man who spent a great deal of
time with weapons, Kyle would turn this book into a kind of propaganda tool. Fortunately, Kyle never

seems to be preachy or pushing an ideology upon the reader.
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